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General Marking Guidance 

 

• All  candidates  must  receive  the  same 

treatment. Examiners must mark the first candidate in 

exactly the same way as they mark the last. 

• Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates 

must be rewarded for what they have shown they can do 

rather than penalised for omissions. 

• Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme 

not according to their perception of where the grade 

boundaries may lie. 

• There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the mark 

scheme should be used appropriately. 

• All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be 

awarded. Examiners should always award full marks if 

deserved, i.e. if the answer matches the mark 

scheme. Examiners should also be prepared to award 

zero marks if the candidate’s response is not worthy of 

credit according to the mark scheme. 

• Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will 

provide the principles by which marks will be awarded 

and exemplification may be limited. 

• When examiners are in doubt regarding the application 

of the mark scheme to a candidate’s response, the team 

leader must be consulted. 

• Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the 

candidate has replaced it with an alternative response. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GCSE French Higher tier 
 

Paper 1 Mark scheme 

 

SECTION A 
 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

1(a) végétariennes (1) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

1(b) clients (1) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

1(c) cher (1) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

1(d) désagréable (1) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

1(e) la réservation (1) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

2(a) Elia (1) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

2(b) Ahmed (1) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

2(c) Sylvie (1) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

2(d) Gaspard (1) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

2(e) Elia (1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SECTION B 
 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

3(i) The only correct answer is B - 10 days 

 

A is not correct as the festival does not last 4 days 

C is not correct as the festival does not last 14 days 

D is not correct as the festival does not last 15 days 

(1) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

3(ii) The only correct answer is D - in a rented house 

 

A is not correct as she does not stay at her uncle’s house 

B is not correct as she does not stay at a campsite 

C is not correct as she does not stay in a hotel 

(1) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

3(iii) The only correct answer is A - causes lots of traffic 

 

B is not correct because the festival does not cause a lot of 

rubbish 

C is not correct as the festival is popular 

D is not correct as the festival does not upset the local people 

(1) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

3(iv) The only correct answer is C - joining in with the dancing 

 

A is not correct as the traditional music is not what she enjoys the 

most 

B is not the correct answer as hearing new singers is not the thing 

she enjoys the most 

D is not the correct answer as the weather is not good as it rains 

(1) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

4 The only correct answers are : 

D She wants to be well paid 

F She plans to work part-time in the future 

G Family is very important to her 

 

A is not correct as she is not going to do volunteering 

B is not correct as she does not want to be a vet now 

C is not correct  as she does not mention long holidays 

E is not correct because she does not mind working long hours (3) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

5(i)  The only correct answer is D - playing in a group 

 

A is not correct as he and his friends do not prefer gaming 

B is not correct as he and his friends do not prefer playing sport 

C is not orrect as he and is friends do not prefer going on the 

internet (1) 

 

 

 



Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

5(ii) The only correct answer is A - friend’s house 

 

B is not correct as he and his friends do not usually go 

to a bowling alley 

C is not correct as he and his friends do not usually go 

to a cinema 

D is not  correct as he and his friends do not usually go 

to a skating rink (1) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

5(iii) The only correct answer is B -  runs a school newspaper 

 

A is not correct as he does not yet write a blog about school 

C is not correct as he does not write for a website on homework 

D is not correct as he does not run a club for his class (1) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Accept Reject Mark 

6(a)(i) Either 

learn/s her lesson/s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Or 

 

learn/s how to 

organise her time 

 

for lesson/s: 

subject/s/ course/s/ 

(school) work/class 

work 

  

from her lesson/s 

/subject/s/course/s 

work/classwork 

 

 

she is now more 

organised with her 

time 

 

coursework for 

lessons 

helps her (learn) in 

lesson 

helps her understand 

her lesson/s 

learns for her 

lesson/s 

 

 

she likes to be 

organised 

she is now more 

organised 

she likes to be more 

organised 

helps her be more 

organised for her 

lesson/s 

 

 

(1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Question 

number 

Answer Accept Reject Mark 

6(a)(ii) she (only) gets home at 

18.00/6pm 

she gets home late 

for gets home: 

comes home/at 6 pm 

 

returns/gets back at 

6 pm/18.00  

any other time 

not enough time 

after school (on its 

own) 

18h 

(1) 

 

 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Accept Reject Mark 

6(b)(i) she turns off her 

mobile/phone 

 

 

switches off/shuts 

down/turns off her 

phone/mobile 

closes her phone 

puts her phone on 

silent 

she doesn’t message 

her friends 

she puts her phone 

away 

she doesn’t go on her 

phone 

she sends messages 

to her friends 

(1) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Accept Reject Mark 

6(b)(ii) (she starts with) the 

hard(est) homework 

the (most/more) 

difficult 

 

(she starts with) the 

easiest 

her favourite subject 

(1) 

 

 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Accept Reject Mark 

6(b)(iii) Either:  

(they know)  she 

(always) does her 

homework/it 

 

 

 

Or 

they leave her to do 

her homework/it 

they trust her to do 

her homework/it 

 

she (always) 

completes/finishes 

her homework/it 

she does all her 

homework/of it 

 

 

they  leave her in 

peace/alone (to do 

her homework/it) 

she’s left alone/in 

peace 

they let her work in 

peace 

they don’t interfere 

 

She does her 

homework every day 

 

 

 

 

 

her parents/ they 

don’t disturb her 

they don’t trust her to 

do her homework 

her parents are 

relaxed/calm/laid back  

they check she does 

her homework 

(1) 

 



Question 

number 

Answer Accept Reject Mark 

7(a)(i) it is known/famous 

world wide 

 

the whole world 

knows it/French 

cinema 

everyone knows 

French cinema/it 

you can see it 

anywhere in the world 

people watch it all 

over the world 

it’s popular over the 

world 

it’s the best 

it’s his passion 

 

 

(1) 

 
Question 

number 

Answer Accept Reject Mark 

7(a)(ii) American action films  French films 

any other type of film 

action films on its own 

American films on its 

own 

American action films 

in English 

comedies 

(1) 

 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Accept Reject Mark 

7(b)(i) you can download 

films at home 

For download:stream they would rather stay 

at home  

they can watch films 

at home 

can watch films on TV 

(1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Accept Reject Mark 

7(b)(iii) Seats/places/tickets 

are (only) 4 euros 

(only) costs 4 euros to 

get in the cinema 

entry is 4 euros 

 

any other amount 

cinemas are free 

they show new films 

prices are reduced 

 

(1) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Accept Reject Mark 

7(b)(iii) Either: 

(for the) big screen 

 

 

Or: 

can forget his 

problems 

 

large screen 

bigger/larger screen 

 

 

distracts him from his 

problems/worries 

 

the sound is better  

 

 

 

he gets answers to his 

problems 

can avoid his 

problems 

can solve his 

problems 

(1) 

 

 



Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

8(a)(i) The only correct answer is D - the countryside 

 

A is not correct as she does not like going to big towns 

B is not correct as she does not like going abroad 

C is not correct as she does not like going to the mountains (1) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

8(a)(ii) The only correct answer is B – resting 

 

A is not correct as she does not think holidays are for discovering 

an area 

C is not correct as she does not think holidays are for visiting 

monuments 

D is not correct as she does not think holidays are for sightseeing (1) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

8(a)(iii) The only correct answer is C - reading  

 

A is not correct as her favourite holiday activity is not walking 

B is not correct as her favourite holiday activity is not eating at 

restaurants 

D is not correct as her favourite holiday activity is not buying 

souvenirs (1) 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

8(b)(i) The only correct answer is C - to different countries 

 

A is not correct as he does not say he prefers to go on holiday 

with friends 

B is not correct as he does not say he likes going to his 

grandparents 

D is not correct as he does not say he likes going on holiday on 

his own (1) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

8(b)(ii) The only correct answer is B – Greece 

 

A is not correct as he does not say he wants to go to India 

C is not correct as he does not say he wants to go to Austria 

D is not correct as he does not say he wants to go to Algeria (1) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

8(b)(iii) The only correct answer is A - meet new people 

 

B is not correct as he does not say he wants to learn the culture 

C is not correct as he does not say he likes to know the history 

D is not correct as he does not say he want to learn new 

languages  (1) 

 



Question 

number 

Answer Accept Reject Mark 

9(a)(i) (they are) young  adolescents 

teenagers 

youths 

kids/young 

children/children/young 

adults 

 

qualifiers such as 

mostly/mainly young 

people/there are lots of 

young people 

 

they help young people 

(1) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Accept Reject Mark 

9(a)(ii) they go round the 

bakeries/baker’s shops 

(in the town centre) 

 

 

they ask in the 

bakeries 

for bakeries accept 

the /a bakery 

 

they buy 

sandwiches/food (at 

the bakeries) 

they go round the 

shops 

go to the bakery to 

make sandwiches 

go to the bakeries in 

the village 

(1) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Accept Reject Mark 

9(a)(iii) (their) mothers cook 

them/the hot meals 

mothers must be plural 

 

for mothers: mums 

for cook accept 

prepare/make 

the young 

people/they cook 

them 

the mayor cooks 

them 

they go to a kitchen 

mother/her mother  

 

(1) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Accept Reject Mark 

9(a)(iv) EITHER: 

(they give out) warm 

clothes 

 

 

 

Or: 

(they give out) 

hot/warm drinks 

 

clothes for the cold 

winter clothes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

clothes on its own 

hot clothes 

cloths for clothes 

 

 

 

drinks on its own 

hot meals  

(1) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Accept Reject Mark 

9(a)(v) it’s the colour of good 

luck 

 

means/represents 

good luck 

is good luck 

it’s for luck 

it’s lucky 

lucky 

colour of hope  

colour of chance 

(1) 

 

 

 



Question 

number 

Answer Accept Reject Mark 

9(b)(i) (she and) her family 

had 

problems/difficulties (in 

the past) 

Have to mention family  

must be past tense 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the organisation helped 

her family-must be 

past tense 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

she wants to help 

others/she wanted to 

help 

accept past or present 

her family had 

problems with 

homelessness 

her family were 

struggling 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copains du monde 

helped them 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

she wants to help 

others in need 

wants to do the same 

for others 

wants to give back 

she and her family 

had money/food 

difficulties 

she had a difficult 

childhood 

the rest of her family 

help 

they had problems  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copains du monde 

helped her 

an organisation 

helped them/her 

the organisation 

helps people with 

problems 

 

 

 

her friends help so 

she wants to help 

she has always 

wanted to help 

others 

(2) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Accept Reject Mark 

9(b)(ii) (to see) the smiles of 

the people (they help) 

the smiles of the 

(homeless) people 

the people they help 

on its own 

the smiles of the SDF 

the reaction of the 

homeless people 

the people they help 

(1) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Accept Reject Mark 

9(b)(iii) 

 

 

Either: 

(She is) more 

responsible 

 

 

 

Or: 

gained/learnt /got new 

skills 

  

more confident 

she has a 

responsibility 

 

 

 

learnt a lot 

she is more 

competent 

(1) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Accept Reject Mark 

9(b)(iv) when people (in the 

street) refuse to/won’t 

help 

some (people) refuse 

to help 

when people refuse 

the food 

when people refuse 

help 

(1) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

10(i) The only correct answers are : 

A He is ambitious 

E He doesn’t see his family during the week 

 

B is not correct as every day at work is not the same 

C is not correct as he does get on with his colleagues 

D is not correct as he does not prefer working in an office 

(2) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

10(ii) The only correct answers are : 

B  There is a lot of competition for jobs 

D  She wants to work in television 

 

A is not correct as her last acting role was not as a waitress 

C is not correct as she does like travelling now 

E is not correct as she does not say she wants to earn a lot of 

money  

(2) 
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Question 1 

SECTION A 

Une visite à un restaurant 

F2 : La spécialité du restaurant était la nourriture végétarienne. Il y avait 

beaucoup de gens mais ce n’était pas bruyant. Le repas était bon, on n’a pas 
payé cher. Cependant, le serveur n’était pas agréable. En plus, on avait réservé 
une table à l’intérieur, mais on était dans le jardin ! 

 

 

Une excursion scolaire 

Question 2 

M1 : Ahmed a trouvé le voyage en bus amusant mais Gaspard était assis à côté du 

professeur, il ne s’est pas amusé ! Pour Elia la visite guidée a été longue et pas 
du tout intéressante. Pourtant, Ahmed adore apprendre l’histoire des 
monuments, il a appris beaucoup de choses. On a aussi visité le magasin. Elia a 
aimé acheter des souvenirs. Sylvie a perdu 50 € dans le magasin donc, elle n’était 
pas contente. 

 

 

 
 

Question 3 

SECTION B 

A visit to Lorient festival 

F1 : Le festival commence le 4 et dure 10 jours, nous restons 15 jours. Mon oncle 

vient aussi. On déteste le camping, l’hôtel est cher, donc, on loue une maison. 

Beaucoup de visiteurs viennent et il y a de longs embouteillages. Les habitants 

sont contents parce qu’il y a peu d’ordures. J’adore écouter la musique 

traditionnelle et les nouveaux chanteurs, mais j’aime surtout quand on danse 

dans la rue même s’il pleut souvent ! 

 

 

Future plans 

Question 4 

F1 : Beaucoup de mes amis veulent travailler comme volontaire avant d’aller à 

l’université mais, pas moi. Quand j’étais petite, je voulais être vétérinaire mais 
maintenant, je veux travailler dans le tourisme. Je voudrais un travail intéressant 
et bien payé même si les heures sont longues. Plus tard, je vais travailler à mi- 
temps pour pouvoir passer du temps avec ma famille, c’est ça qui compte dans la 
vie. 



Leisure activities 

Question 5 

M2 : Je ne suis pas très sportif, mes amis non plus. On joue ensemble dans un 

groupe, on adore ça. On joue rarement aux jeux vidéo sur Internet. On sort 

le week-end, mais aller au cinéma ou au bowling coûte cher. On préfère 

aller chez un ami. Je voudrais bien aller à la patinoire. J’organise un journal 

tous les mois pour le collège. Je vais bientôt écrire un blog pour aider ma 

classe pendant les examens. 

 

 

Homework 

Question 6 Part (a) 

M1 : Que penses-tu des devoirs ? 

F2 : Les devoirs m’aident à apprendre mes cours et aussi à organiser mon temps 

donc, je fais de mon mieux. J’ai deux heures de devoirs à faire chaque soir. En 

semaine, je rentre à 18h donc, c’est dur de faire mes devoirs. 

 

Question 6 Part (b) 

M1 : Comment fais-tu tes devoirs ? 

F2 : Je ferme mon portable car mes amis m’envoient des messages tout le 

temps. D’abord, je commence par les devoirs les plus difficiles. Mes parents me 

laissent tranquille, ils savent que je fais toujours mes devoirs, ce n’est jamais une 

cause de dispute. 

The cinema 

Question 7 Part (a) 

M2 : Le cinéma, c’est ma passion. Le cinéma français est connu partout dans le 

monde. J’aime tous les genres, surtout les comédies françaises et les films 

policiers. Mais dans les salles de cinéma, les films d’action américains ont 

beaucoup de succès surtout parmi les jeunes français, ils sont plus populaires 

que les films français et anglais. 

 

Question 7 Part (b) 

M2 : On va moins souvent au cinéma parce qu’on peut télécharger tous les 

nouveaux films à la maison. Pendant la Fête du cinéma, en juillet, chaque année, 

l’entrée dans tous les cinémas est seulement de 4€. Pour moi, rien ne peut 

remplacer le grand écran d’un cinéma. Pendant un moment, je peux oublier 

tous mes problèmes. 
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Holidays 

Question 8 Part (a) 

F1 : Comme j’habite dans une ville, je vais toujours à la campagne. Les pays 

étrangers ou la montagne ne sont pas intéressants. Visiter une région, c’est 

bien, mais moi, je veux me reposer. Visiter des monuments, faire des 

excursions, c’est trop fatigant ! La lecture, c’est la meilleure activité en 

vacances. Je me promène, je mange au restaurant, je nage. 

 

 

Question 8 Part (b) 

M1 : Avant, j’allais toujours chez mes grands-parents en Algérie. Maintenant je 

préfère visiter des pays différents avec mes parents. J’espère bientôt aller en 

Grèce avec mes amis. Je suis déjà allé en Inde et en Autriche cette année. 

Voyager, c’est l’occasion de rencontrer des gens d’une culture différente même si 

on ne connaît pas leur langue ni leur histoire. 

 

 

Helping homeless people 

Question 9 Part (a) 

F1 : Tous les bénévoles de Copains du monde sont des adolescents et des jeunes. 

Le vendredi soir, on va au centre-ville. On va d’abord dans les boulangeries et on 

nous donne des sandwichs qui n’ont pas été vendus. Pour aider les SDF, 

quelquefois, nos mères cuisinent des repas chauds. Au mois de décembre, on 

offre aussi des vêtements chauds et des boissons chaudes. On s’habille en vert 

car c’est la couleur de la chance. 

 

 

Question 9 Part (b) 

F1 : Ma famille et moi avons eu des difficultés avant et l’organisation Copains du 

monde nous a aidés, alors j’ai voulu aussi aider. Mon activité préférée est la 

distribution des repas parce qu’on voit les sourires des gens qu’on aide. 

Depuis que je suis membre, je suis plus responsable et j’ai gagné de nouvelles 

compétences. Le plus difficile, c’est quand on demande au public de nous 

aider et qu’il refuse, ça c’est dur. 



Work 

Question 10 Part (i) 

M1 : Tous les jours sont différents. Je préfère surtout travailler à l’extérieur 

mais je passe trois jours par semaine au bureau. Les heures sont longues et je 

ne vois ma famille que le week-end. J’ai de bons rapports avec mes collègues. 

C’est un métier plein d’avenir, je vais être directeur un jour. 

 

Question 10 Part (ii) 

F2 : Comme actrice, je voyage partout. Avant, je n’aimais pas voyager, mais 

maintenant j’aime ça. Parfois, je suis au chômage parce que beaucoup de gens 

veulent travailler dans le théâtre, alors je dois travailler comme serveuse. À 

l’avenir, je voudrais gagner plus d’argent. Mon rêve est de jouer dans un 

feuilleton sur une chaîne nationale. 
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