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Do not write 
outside the 

box Section A: Reading 

Answer all questions in this section. 
You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this section. 

0 1 Read again the first part of the source, from lines 1 to 5. 

List four things about the old man from this part of the source. 
[4 marks] 

1 

2 
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4 

4 



This extract of The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway cannot be 
reproduced here due to third party copyright restrictions
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Turn over for the next question 
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0 3  You now need to think about the whole of the source. 
 
This text is from the beginning of a novel.  
 
How has the writer structured the text to interest you as a reader? 
 
You could write about: 
 
• what the writer focuses your attention on at the beginning of the source 
• how and why the writer changes this focus as the source develops 
• any other structural features that interest you. 

   

   [8 marks] 
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0 4  Focus this part of your answer on the second part of the source, from line 16 to the 
end. 
 
A student said, ‘While it seems that the old man is widely seen as a failure, in this 
part of the story the writer shows that the boy still has faith in him and that they 
greatly respect each other.’ 
 
To what extent do you agree?  
 
In your response, you could: 
 
• consider your impressions of the old man as a failure 
• evaluate how the writer presents the respect between the boy and the old man 
• support your response with references to the text. 

   

   [20 marks] 
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You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this section. 
Write in full sentences. 

You are reminded of the need to plan your answer. 
You should leave enough time to check your work at the end.  

 
0 5  Your local newspaper is running a creative writing competition and the best entries 

will be published.  
  

   

   Either 
     
   Write a description of a fishing village, as suggested by this picture: 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

     
   or 
     

 
   Write a story about an unlikely friendship. 

 
   (24 marks for content and organisation 

16 marks for technical accuracy) 
    [40 marks] 
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 You are advised to plan your answer to Question 5 before you start to write. 
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END  OF  QUESTIONS   
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GCSE 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
Paper 1  Explorations in creative reading and writing 

Insert 
The source that follows is: 

Source A:    20th Century prose-fiction 

  The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway 

 An extract from the beginning of a novel published in 1952. 

This text cannot be reproduced here due to third party copyright restrictions.

The extract starts on page 1 of the novel

Please turn the page over to see the source 
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